
For test prep, visit www.vsac.org/testprep.

TWO-FOR-ONE CREDITS
As a Vermont student, you can take advantage of dual-credit courses 
at Vermont state colleges that can count for both high school and 
college credit. Go to www.gotocollegevt.org and “Special Programs” 
at www.vsc.edu for details.

Make and match your “wish list.”
Give some thought to …

type and size of school: •	 Do you want a four-year 
college or university, or would you prefer a technical 
program? Large university or smaller college? Online 
options or on-campus classes?

academics and program: •	 What do you want to study? 
How important are internships or co-op programs, study 
abroad, and research opportunities? How do you compare 
academically with the other students?

location and student life: •	 Do you want to be close to 
home or away? In a city or in a more rural setting? What 
clubs, sports, and campus activities are you interested in?

fi nancial fi t: •	 Affordability is a major concern for most 
families, so have that conversation up front. If a school 
feels right, talk to the fi nancial aid offi ce about your 
options. For an overview on college fi nancing, go to 
www.vsaccollegepays.org. 

Step on campus.
You can get a quick look at most colleges and 
universities online, but an actual visit when classes 
are in session will give you a perspective that you 
can’t grasp from a virtual tour. Call ahead or go online 
to arrange a tour and information session, then ask 
questions while you’re there! Consult the enclosed insert 
and www.vsac.org/campusvisits for suggestions.

Chart your progress.

Register for the SAT or ACT.
Most colleges require one of these two standardized tests to 
evaluate college readiness. Your best bet is to take them both 
and then decide which test showcases your strengths. If you 
take round one junior year, you can repeat the tests in the 
fall of senior year as needed. To prepare, visit 
www.vsac.org/testprep.

Review senior-year classes. 
Check in with your school counselor to be sure you’re on 
track for graduation and college entrance or other programs. 

Is it better to get good grades or to take challenging courses?
Better to do both. Doing well in advanced and honors 
courses indicates that you can handle college-level 
coursework. So take on that extra challenge. At the same 
time, don’t rule out a class you’re really interested in just to 
fi t in another AP course. Follow your passions! 

Request recommendations.

Are there teachers and courses you’ve connected with 
during high school? Ask those teachers to write your college 
recommendations. If you give them a heads up now, they’ll 
be able to make some notes, and you’ll be at the top of their 
lists next fall. 

Preview college apps and essay prompts. 

The ’10–’11 version of the Common Application is 
available July 1. Take a look at www.commonapp.org.

Your partner on the pathway to college
Search for colleges at

www.vsac.org/collegesearch.
Find your way at

www.vsac.org/planning.

Check your online image. 

Be forewarned!
Your online presence just might be viewed by 
admissions staff and scholarship donors. Does your 
profi le on Facebook or other social networking sites 
detract from your application? Your e-mail address is 
an introduction, too. (Do you really want admissions 
counselors to know you as “Heartthrob1”?)

Find us on Facebook.
Keep up to speed on VSAC information, 
news, and events. Become a fan today at 
www.vsacroadmaps.org/facebook.

Choose your destination.

Juniors, get in gear for what’s ahead!

COLLEGE PATHWAYS RESOURCES!
Were you able to attend College Pathways in March or 
April? Even if you missed these events, you can still jump-
start your college planning with the online information. Go 
to www.vsac.org/collegepathwaysresources for links and 
materials to help you on your college search.

Map out your route.

Start where you are. 
Not sure how to begin your search? What you like to do 
now says a lot about what you might want to do in the 
future. Follow your interests and match your skills to 
potential careers, education options, colleges, and more.

Click on “VT Guidance Central” in the Quick Links •	
box at www.vsac.org/explore. 

Choose from books, DVDs, and other career exploration •	
materials from the VSAC Resource Center, available 
through interlibrary loan at www.vsac.org/library. 

Check where you’re going. 
Take a look now at what 
you’ll be doing next fall. 
VSAC’s online road maps 
for high school students give 
you instant access to month-
by-month college planning 
tips, deadlines, and reminders. 
View the high school road 
map widget and sign up 
for e-mail updates at 
www.vsacroadmaps.org.

THE TOP 10
Compile a list of, say, 10 schools to start. You can then narrow that 
down to colleges that are good matches academically, socially, and 
fi nancially, and are located somewhere you’d like to live. 
Tip: Applying to some colleges where your test scores and 
grades will be near the top of the applicant pool may qualify 
you for more merit-based aid. But wherever you apply, make 
sure you’ll be excited about going there!

Reminder:  The last SAT and ACT tests for 
this semester are offered in June. Register at 
www.collegeboard.com and www.actstudent.org.

IT’S ABOUT YOU!
Finding the right college or other program means looking for 
the combination of factors that meet your needs and your 
family’s situation. Think about who you are and the environment 
that will best help you to achieve your goals. Avoid the trap 
of thinking you need to apply to a certain school just because 
“everyone else is.” Keep your options open. There are more 
than 3,800 colleges in the U.S.! A number of them are sure to 
match your criteria. Find your fi t!

The destination is up to you.
Explore your options.

VSAC resources are  
ready to guide you.

It’s the end of your junior year … and almost 

summer! Reality check: The end of school also 

means that your senior year and college applications are 

just a few months away. And by this time next year, you’ll 

be ready to graduate! Then what? 

Before you grab your beach towel, jump into a job, or 

head off on summer adventures, think about your plans 

beyond high school. By looking ahead now, you can make 

your senior year less stressful and your journey to college 

or other training that much easier.

Just beginning to think about the future? Don’t sweat it. 

Wherever you are in the process, the Vermont Student 

Assistance Corporation 

(VSAC) — your local, state-

based nonprofit — can help 

you navigate the way. Our 

planning tips and checklists 

will inform you about what 

you need to do, and by 

when. And our free online 

tools, resource library, and 

workshops can help you focus 

on the road ahead. 

VSAC resources can help you: 
explore careers •	
compare programs and search  •	
for colleges that fit 
prepare for standardized tests•	
learn about financial aid and options  •	
for paying for college

What’s in your future? Take the next steps to find out.

Preparing for 
college or other 
training? VSAC has 
the planning tools 
and experience 
to help you reach 
your goals.

www.vsacroadmaps.org

Put college in your summer plans.

PANEL 1 PANEL 2 PANEL 3 PANEL 4

You’ll be headed somewhere 
a year from now. 
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For test prep, visit www.vsac.org/testprep.

TWO-FOR-ONE CREDITS
As a Vermont student, you can take advantage of dual-credit courses 
at Vermont state colleges that can count for both high school and 
college credit. Go to www.gotocollegevt.org and “Special Programs” 
at www.vsc.edu for details.

Make and match your “wish list.”
Give some thought to …

type and size of school:•	  Do you want a four-year 
college or university, or would you prefer a technical 
program? Large university or smaller college? Online 
options or on-campus classes?

academics and program:•	  What do you want to study? 
How important are internships or co-op programs, study 
abroad, and research opportunities? How do you compare 
academically with the other students?

location and student life:•	  Do you want to be close to 
home or away? In a city or in a more rural setting? What 
clubs, sports, and campus activities are you interested in?

fi nancial fi t:•	  Affordability is a major concern for most 
families, so have that conversation up front. If a school 
feels right, talk to the fi nancial aid offi ce about your 
options. For an overview on college fi nancing, go to 
www.vsaccollegepays.org. 

Step on campus.
You can get a quick look at most colleges and 
universities online, but an actual visit when classes 
are in session will give you a perspective that you 
can’t grasp from a virtual tour. Call ahead or go online 
to arrange a tour and information session, then ask 
questions while you’re there! Consult the enclosed insert 
and www.vsac.org/campusvisits for suggestions.

Chart your progress.

Register for the SAT or ACT.
Most colleges require one of these two standardized tests to 
evaluate college readiness. Your best bet is to take them both 
and then decide which test showcases your strengths. If you 
take round one junior year, you can repeat the tests in the 
fall of senior year as needed. To prepare, visit 
www.vsac.org/testprep.

Review senior-year classes. 
Check in with your school counselor to be sure you’re on 
track for graduation and college entrance or other programs. 

Is it better to get good grades or to take challenging courses?
Better to do both. Doing well in advanced and honors 
courses indicates that you can handle college-level 
coursework. So take on that extra challenge. At the same 
time, don’t rule out a class you’re really interested in just to 
fi t in another AP course. Follow your passions! 

Request recommendations.

Are there teachers and courses you’ve connected with 
during high school? Ask those teachers to write your college 
recommendations. If you give them a heads up now, they’ll 
be able to make some notes, and you’ll be at the top of their 
lists next fall. 

Preview college apps and essay prompts. 

The ’10–’11 version of the Common Application is 
available July 1. Take a look at www.commonapp.org.

Your partner on the pathway to college
Search for colleges at

www.vsac.org/collegesearch.
Find your way at

www.vsac.org/planning.

Check your online image. 

Be forewarned!
Your online presence just might be viewed by 
admissions staff and scholarship donors. Does your 
profi le on Facebook or other social networking sites 
detract from your application? Your e-mail address is 
an introduction, too. (Do you really want admissions 
counselors to know you as “Heartthrob1”?)

Find us on Facebook.
Keep up to speed on VSAC information, 
news, and events. Become a fan today at 
www.vsacroadmaps.org/facebook.

Choose your destination.

Juniors, get in gear for what’s ahead!

COLLEGE PATHWAYS RESOURCES!
Were you able to attend College Pathways in March or 
April? Even if you missed these events, you can still jump-
start your college planning with the online information. Go 
to www.vsac.org/collegepathwaysresources for links and 
materials to help you on your college search.

Map out your route.

Start where you are. 
Not sure how to begin your search? What you like to do 
now says a lot about what you might want to do in the 
future. Follow your interests and match your skills to 
potential careers, education options, colleges, and more.

Click on “VT Guidance Central” in the Quick Links •	
box at www.vsac.org/explore. 

Choose from books, DVDs, and other career exploration •	
materials from the VSAC Resource Center, available 
through interlibrary loan at www.vsac.org/library. 

Check where you’re going. 
Take a look now at what 
you’ll be doing next fall. 
VSAC’s online road maps 
for high school students give 
you instant access to month-
by-month college planning 
tips, deadlines, and reminders. 
View the high school road 
map widget and sign up 
for e-mail updates at 
www.vsacroadmaps.org.

THE TOP 10
Compile a list of, say, 10 schools to start. You can then narrow that 
down to colleges that are good matches academically, socially, and 
fi nancially, and are located somewhere you’d like to live. 
Tip: Applying to some colleges where your test scores and 
grades will be near the top of the applicant pool may qualify 
you for more merit-based aid. But wherever you apply, make 
sure you’ll be excited about going there!

Reminder:  The last SAT and ACT tests for 
this semester are offered in June. Register at 
www.collegeboard.com and www.actstudent.org.

IT’S ABOUT YOU!
Finding the right college or other program means looking for 
the combination of factors that meet your needs and your 
family’s situation. Think about who you are and the environment 
that will best help you to achieve your goals. Avoid the trap 
of thinking you need to apply to a certain school just because 
“everyone else is.” Keep your options open. There are more 
than 3,800 colleges in the U.S.! A number of them are sure to 
match your criteria. Find your fi t!

The destination is up to you.
Explore your options.

VSAC resources are  
ready to guide you.

It’s the end of your junior year … and almost 

summer! Reality check: The end of school also 

means that your senior year and college applications are 

just a few months away. And by this time next year, you’ll 

be ready to graduate! Then what? 

Before you grab your beach towel, jump into a job, or 

head off on summer adventures, think about your plans 

beyond high school. By looking ahead now, you can make 

your senior year less stressful and your journey to college 

or other training that much easier.

Just beginning to think about the future? Don’t sweat it. 

Wherever you are in the process, the Vermont Student 

Assistance Corporation 

(VSAC) — your local, state-

based nonprofit — can help 

you navigate the way. Our 

planning tips and checklists 

will inform you about what 

you need to do, and by 

when. And our free online 

tools, resource library, and 

workshops can help you focus 

on the road ahead. 

VSAC resources can help you: 
explore careers •	
compare programs and search  •	
for colleges that fit 
prepare for standardized tests •	
learn about financial aid and options  •	
for paying for college

What’s in your future? Take the next steps to find out.

Preparing for 
college or other 
training? VSAC has 
the planning tools 
and experience 
to help you reach 
your goals.

www.vsacroadmaps.org

Put college in your summer plans.
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Juniors, set your sights on college!
Your partner on the pathway to college

You can get there from here.
www.vsacroadmaps.org

Set up a spending and savings 
plan for your summer earnings. 

Define the search. Make a list of what 
you’re looking for in a college or career.   
Use VT Guidance Central at www.vsac.org  
to explore, then match your criteria to 
programs that meet your “wish list” needs. 

Taking a family trip? Coordinate those plans with college 
visits. Go online or call the admissions office to arrange a campus 
tour and information session ahead of time.

Draft application essays. The ’10–’11 version of 
the Common Application is available July 1. Fill in the easy 
information and put together a list of your activities and honors. 
Then brainstorm the essay topics. Starting now will make it 
easier to meet those fall application deadlines, especially if you 
intend to apply early. Wouldn’t it be great to have an essay ready 
for review by your school counselor when senior year begins? 

Learn about financial aid. Check out www.vsaccollegepays.org 
for a general overview, and plan to attend a Paying for College presentation 
this fall. Discuss plans for paying for college with your parents.  Will you be 
expected to take out student loans? Don’t rule out college based on “sticker 
price” — you may be eligible for financial aid to cover some of those costs.

Create a checklist of college application requirements and 
deadlines, and organize folders for financial aid and application 
materials for each college.  Look for VSAC’s 2010–2011 college 
planning calendar, available in September for your senior year.

Clean up your image. Facebook and other social 
networking sites aren’t as private as you might think. 
How does your profile represent you?

Study for AP exams, given in May. Go to  
www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/exday.html  
for test-day details. 

Remember, you are more than your test scores! 
Tests are only part of the application picture. Schools are 
interested in what inspires you. Stay focused on activities  
you enjoy. What do you see yourself doing after high school?  

Request recommendations. Beat the fall rush: 
Ask one or two teachers who have worked with you if 
they would write letters of recommendation for your 
college applications during senior year.

Make summer count. Are you working to help 
pay for college? Attending a summer learning program? 
Volunteering? Put those plans in gear. 

Use VSAC tools. Go to www.vsac.org/explore to discover your interests and 
investigate career and education options. Sign up for college planning tips and view 
the VSAC Road Map widget for high school students at www.vsacroadmaps.org. 
Summer’s also a great time to drop in at the VSAC Resource Center in downtown 
Winooski or obtain resources through interlibrary loan.

VSAC’s nonprofit mission is to help Vermonters like you achieve 
their dreams of education beyond high school. Our goal is to 
make sure you have the resources you need to pursue your 
education goals. Consult www.vsac.org for information about 
careers, college planning and prep, and financial aid. 

Last chance to register for the June standardized tests. 

SAT: www.collegeboard.com.  
ACT: www.actstudent.org.

Prepare ahead using VSAC’s free tools at www.vsac.org/testprep.



While a virtual tour is a great way to begin the college search, there’s a big difference between

how a campus looks and feels in real life versus how it appears in a slick brochure or on the Web.

By visiting in person, you can: 

• get a feel for that school’s distinct vibe,

and a firsthand look at college facilities

• schedule a personal interview with

admissions personnel

• talk with professors and students face

to face

• view the surrounding area

When to go
Your goal is to meet students and faculty, 

so plan to visit when the college is in session.

Spring of junior year, and late summer (after

college classes resume) or early September

of your senior year are great times to visit.

Arranging the visit 
Schedule your visit online or by phone ahead of time. Ideally, you want to be on campus

during the week so that you can see college life in action and perhaps stay overnight in

the dorm. 

• Sign up for a tour and an info session, arrange to sit in on a class, and set up meetings

with faculty or coaches if desired. Will the college provide a meal or overnight accom-

modations? Is an interview encouraged? 

• Do you have questions about college financing? Make an appointment with the financial

aid office. 

Once you’re on campus
• Take a student-led tour. Ask guides what they like and dislike about the college. 

Why did they choose to study there? 

• Talk to students and faculty members. Chat with students you meet, admissions and

financial aid staff, and faculty and coaches. Find out all you can!

• Hang out at different locations on campus, taking in the surroundings and student

vibe. Walk around by yourself to get a feel for the campus. Do you like the buildings 

and the campus layout? Think about what the campus would be like in different seasons.

Can you picture yourself there for four years?

• Inquire about the social scene. Do students stay on campus or head elsewhere on

weekends? How much of a role does Greek life (sororities and fraternities) play on campus?

• Check out the nearest town. Can you walk there? What transportation is available?

Where are the closest parks, grocery stores, coffee houses, restaurants, or malls? Do you

like the area? Will you be able to continue to do the activities you enjoy?

making the most of college visits

The interview quandary. 
Talking with someone in the
admissions office can indicate to
the college that you’re interested
in what the school has to offer as
well as give you insight on campus
life. Think of any interview as a
conversation — it’s an opportunity
for you to get an inside look at the
college and a chance for the
admissions folks to get to know
more about you. Prepare a few
questions ahead of time. Then
relax and be yourself!

Summer 2010 www.vsac.org

Tip: Getting a head start junior year
is helpful for students who plan to
apply early action or early decision,
will participate in fall sports and
extracurricular commitments, or plan
to visit a number of out-of-state
schools. Do your research online to
pare down the possibilities, then plan
to visit those colleges that most
interest you.

“Can’t I just take a virtual tour online?” 



Be sure to check out
residence halls How are they set up? Are

first-year students separated or with upper-

class students? Options for special-interest

housing? What are the bathrooms like? 

student center Are students hanging out or

studying there? What facilities are available?

Coffee shops or other eateries?

dining hall(s) How many are there? When

are they open? What are the meal plan

options? Sample the food!

sports or other facilities How state-of-

the-art are the facilities? Who is using them?

Hours open?

library How big is it, and how are study areas organized? Are online resources/databases

easily accessible? 

computer lab Are the computers up-to-date? Are lab techs available for trouble-shooting?

Any special programs for buying a computer as an incoming student?

science labs What equipment is available for undergraduate use? 

campus bookstore What can you buy? How expensive is it? Hours open?

health center/medical office How close is it to the dorms? What is the typical wait

for treatment? 

career planning office What resources are available? Is there help with internships 

or part-time work for undergraduates? Tutoring or support services? Job guidance

for graduates? 

art/music studios and galleries What is displayed? Who is using the space?

Bottom line:
Seeing is believing. Go visit, without
your friends along. Spend a night
on campus, eat in the dining halls,
attend a class, read bulletin boards,
and talk with current students. Ask
yourself: Can I see myself living
here? Go with your gut instinct.
Better to find that out now that 
a college isn’t for you rather than
when you’re moving into the dorm.
Above all, don’t let where your
friends are going shape your deci-
sion. This is about YOU!

The freshman experience.
What happens outside of class will be a
huge part of your life on campus. Your
roommates, hall-mates, and dorm-mates
are the first people you meet when you
arrive and are often the initial way stu-
dents make friends. Find out the options
for freshman housing, orientation pro-
grams, and special first-year student
trips or seminars.

Questions to ask admissions officers, campus tour guides, or students

What makes this college unique? 

What are the smallest and largest class sizes? 

How many classes are taught by a teacher’s assistant (TA)? By a professor? 

How competitive is the school academically? In sports? 

How does academic advising work? 

What day trips or weekend excursions do students take? Are weekend
activities offered on campus? 

What clubs/student groups exist? 

Where are the nearest coffee houses? 

How are student housing decisions made? Are students required to live
on campus? Is housing guaranteed? Does the college or university lease
off-campus housing for students or is it all through private individuals?

Are first-year students permitted to have cars on campus? What other
types of transportation are available? 

What employment and work-study options are available?

What percentage of graduates get jobs within six months of graduation?

How effective is campus security?

Take it with you
• Pick up copies of campus newspapers

for a glimpse into day-to-day campus
life, politics, and general attitudes. 

• Get official school materials, such as
department brochures and course cata-
logs to look over later. 

• Obtain business cards of admissions or
financial aid personnel so that you’ll
have contacts for further questions.

• Take notes and photos. While the
campus may seem distinct in your mind
now, a reminder can be useful once
you’re back home.

Stay on track with
more college planning tips

at www.vsacroadmaps.org


